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A Danube-Swabian Culture Club
Established in 1913 in Detroit, Michigan

Notes from our board
The board was busy this Fall with Kirchweih, Oktoberfest and with planning 
the upcoming year. Kirchweih is always an energetic event that showcases 
great dance performances. It was wonderful to see how much the Kinder 
Dance Group has grown!

Oktoberfest was a nice success full of familiar faces and many first-time 
visitors. Working with Sterling Heights and Jimmy John Field to promote 
the fest was very helpful, and built a nice friendship between our club and 
our community. But the best fest advertising is giving our guests a great 
time, which we did! Crazy competitions, fun raffles, authentic German food 
and great beer make people want to come back and bring their friends.  

For 2019, we are going to combine our resources and efforts into one 
festival. Please mark your calendar for July 19th, 20th and 21st! We are 
already working hard to build relationships with sponsors, so please 
contact the club if you have a company in mind. It’s a good marketing 
opportunity for our sponsors, but it’s also a good networking opportunity 
as well. And, they will be very happy with the VIP opportunities we have 
planned. 

For now, Christmas is almost here. We hope you can attend the member’s 
Christmas party which is always full of good cheer. It’s so nice to watch the 
kids get excited about Nikolaus, and to sing Christmas songs. Especially 
when singing ‘Silent Night’ together by candlelight, it is a very meaningful 
feeling to know that people around you care about you. It is a gift.

Upcoming Events

December 16th

Member’s 
Christmas Party with 
Nikolaus and 
Christmas Songs

January 11th

First fish fry of the year
(serving ham hocks)

January 19th

Carpathia Kickers 
Youth Teams Banquet

January 27th

Card and Games Party
Sponsored by the Chor

February 9th

Youth Group Königsball

February 17th

Annual Membership 
Meeting

March 9th

Jäger Wild Game Dinner

March 17th

Frauengruppe Card Party

From everyone on the board, 
we wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year filled with good health 
and much joy. 

https://www.carpathiaclub.com/
https://www.carpathiaclub.com/
https://www.carpathiaclub.com/
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Carpathia Club Board
President:  Karin Schwalbe
Vice President:  Alex Rausch
2nd Vice President:  Carsten Grotloh
Treasurer:  Karen Venton
Recording Secretary:  Pete Tittjung
Ticket Chairperson: Maria Dosenberger
Membership Secretary: Karen Beattie
Maintenance Chairperson: Nick Sippl
Correspondence Secretary: 
Anna Marie Tittjung
Press Secretary: Monica Forest 
Trustees: Theresia Nowak, 
Betty Hammer, Sue Brandelik, 
Liz Thomas

What would you like 
for Christmas?

Nothing! I have 
everything enough. 
Mary Schmidt
(in a selfie with Monica Forest)

Good health! 
That’s most important. 
Walter Koberstein

Thanks for being members of the 
Carpathia Club! Do you have any 
questions or comments?  
Contact the board at 
carpathiaclub@comcast.net

Message from the 2nd

Vice President
I would like to wish everyone a very 
safe and festive holiday season.  
May you feel the warmth of the 
love of those family members that 
cannot celebrate with you.  We 
miss, we remember, and we rejoice!

W. Carsten Grotloh

From the President
As another year comes to a close, I would like to wish everyone 
a beautiful holiday season together with friends and family.  
From my family to yours -

Merry Christmas and a Happy New year
Frohe Weihnacht und Alles Gute im Neuen Jahr

Karin Schwalbe

Vinzenz would like a 
“Feuerwehrauto” that has a 

big ladder. Louisa wants a 
kitchen to be able to use all 
her cookware that her Oma 

brought her.  
Vinzenz and Louisa Ritter

Frohe
Weihnachten

mailto:carpathiaclub@comcast.net?subject=Comment from newsletter
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Kirchweih  Traditionally, Kirchweih is the anniversary of a town’s church dedication. Certainly a religious event, it is 

also a celebration with music and dance. It includes sprigs of rosemary on lapels, decorated hats, “Trachts” with skirts 
startched stiff yet bouncy, and the excitement of the “Kirchweih Strauß.” This year, the youth group’s new queen, Karina 
Ochss, led the way onto the dancefloor holding the colorfully decorated Strauß. At the end of the night, Robert Thomas 
was the lucky winner of the Strauß auction. It was a lively night!

www.Facebook.com/CarpathiaClub
Your “likes” make a big difference to the club!

https://www.facebook.com/CarpathiaClub/
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Carpathia Kickers Update
We are always so honored to welcome our Kickers, past and present, to the Kickers Banquet.  The “adult” 

banquet is the one time of the year that we honor some folks with prestigious awards.

The first award we present is the Mathias Mayer award.  
The Carpathia Kickers honor its recipients in the name of Mr. Mathias Mayer, whose efforts exemplify 
dedication, personal sacrifice and loyalty to our organization without regard to personal agenda.

We honored George Schleis this year.  Well deserved and long overdue!  George has been a friend and 
supporter of the Kickers and we felt this honor was long overdue for the work, time and commitment he has 
given to the Kickers.  Thank you again George, for all you have done and continue to do for the Kickers.

We also take time to honor individuals into the Kickers Hall of Fame.  

The Carpathia Kickers Hall of Fame annually honors individual, past and present, who by their
deeds as players, coaches, officials and/or contributors have made significant contributions,
have influenced the direction, and have prepared pathways towards the success of the Carpathia
Kickers organization. This award also provides our young Kickers examples of what it means to
be a Carpathia Kicker and inspire them to continue to build towards the future while honoring
the past.

This year we were happy to induct some exceptional people into the Kickers Hall of Fame.  This is always a 
moment to reflect over the years and honor people who have made significant contributions to the 
organization.

Dieter Busch           Tim Busch            Paul Doroh Adolf Reichert            Bruce Wilden

All have played and coached for the Kickers, and although their contribution to the organization may have 
begun through a love of the game, they continued to help build a program that today, remains, one of the 
oldest soccer clubs in Michigan.  We are honored to display their names as Hall of Fame members.

Annually we award two of our young Kickers a scholarship of 
$500 to use towards furthering their education after high 
school.   After meeting the criteria, each submission is 
accompanied by an essay on what it has meant for them to be 
a Kicker.  The essay names are removed and distributed to a 
committee that will select the winning essays.  This year we are 
pleased to provide two exceptional players the scholarship.

Hannah Scopas   and Dante Lumetta

Finally, on behalf of my family I would like to wish everyone a 
blessed holiday season.  

Keith McVettie
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The boys celebrating with Coach 
Tim!!! Congrats on your Hall of 
Fame induction! Well deserved!!!

Carpathia Kickers Banquet

Group picture of U19Girls, U19Boys, and U18Boys. This is the last year for the three 
teams to play for the Kickers in the youth program. All three teams started at the club 
as U8 teams and have grown over the years.

10 Year Pin Recipients: Luke Janisch (U18B) Foster Krause (U18B) Justin Huttenlocher
(U18B) Luke Steiner (U18B) Anna Doroh (U19G) Lily Janisch (U19G) Megan Starkey 
(U19G) Mikey Busch (U19B) Jack Simms (U19B) Dante Lumetta (U19B)

2018 
Mathias Mayer 
Award  
Recipient:  
George Schleis

Another great soccer banquet with the wonderful Carpathia Kickers community. Photo of 
Carpathia Kickers Hall Of Fame Past Recipients and 2018 Recipients 
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from the 
Youth Group!

Merry 
Christmas 

from the 
Carpathia 

Jäger

Fun at Jäger King Shoot 2018

mailto:mdosenberger@comcast.net?subject=Koenigsball - I want to go!
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Merry Christmas from all 
of our little ones in the 

Kinder Dance Group!
Sincerely,

Anna Marie Tittjung, 
Kindergruppe leader

Carpathia Seniors
The Seniors meet Tuesdays from 9:00 am until 2:00 
pm.  We have lunch, either sandwiches, pizza, or 
chicken, along with dessert. We only charge $4.  In 
addition to lunch, that includes coffee and bagels 
in the morning! 

Last year we made two contributions to the club. 
Along with the $700 deep fryer, the Senior group 
purchased $500 worth of plating for the club’s new 
hors d'oeuvre menu.  

The Seniors wish everyone a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year filled with friendship.  

Anton Huth, group leader

https://www.gomeat.net/
mailto:tittjung@comcast.net?subject=I'm interested in the Kindergruppe
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From the Jäger
Wow! What a season! Fall is a great 
time for being outdoors, and the 
Jäger enjoyed every minute. After 
the Jäger Archery League wrapped 
up, the group had their biggest 
competition of the year: the 
Carpathia Jäger King Shoot which is 
an exciting trap shooting 
competition. Interestingly, one can 
take their pick of events and find 
Bob Hammer’s name at the top of 
each list. Congratulations to Bob 
Hammer for winning both the Jäger
Archery League as well as the Jäger
King Shoot Competition! By the way, 
on top of everything else, Bob 
Hammer is also the Jäger President! 
Thanks, Bob, for your sportsmanship 
and commitment to the group.

On behalf of the Carpathia Jäger, 
everyone is invited to a Wild Game 
dinner on March 9th to celebrate 
Bob’s eagle eye and the group’s 
successful hunt. It’s a very popular 
night with fantastic food and a fun 
attitude. Like most events, the wild 
game dinner welcomes the public, 
so feel free to invite friends and 
neighbors to try something wild! 

Between all of these events, the 
group still finds time for deer 
hunting, pheasant hunting with 
“Abend nach der Jagt,” euchre 
parties, youth outdoor days, and 
projects within the Carpathia Club. 
And now the Winter Trap League 
has just begun.

If you or anyone you know is 
interested in shooting, archery, 
hunting or the outdoors, consider 
joining the Jäger. Please contact 
Bob Hammer at 
rhammer39@gmail.com to find out 
more. Thank you! 

mailto:mdosenberger@comcast.net?subject=Card Party - I want to go!
mailto:rhammer39@gmail.com
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Sterling Heights Friendship Continues
We plan on participating with the Sterling Heights Cultural Exchange on March 1st. Stay tuned for details! 

Volunteers – We appreciate you!
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The Verband is part of the 
national Danube Swabian 
Association of the USA. Its 
members are Danube Swabian 
clubs throughout the US.  It keeps 
clubs connected and informed, 
and supports concerns on behalf 
of the clubs.

Dear Members, 
It is that time of the year, Membership Dues are due. 
For the month of January, I will be at the Senior 
meeting to collect dues starting at 10:00 AM-12:00 
PM and Friday Fish Fry from 5:00 PM-6:30 PM.  
Wishing all our Members and their families a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Karen Beattie
Carpathia Club Membership Secretary 

Membership dues:

The Ulmer Schachtel is a special, 
flat river boat which transported 
passengers and goods down the 
Danube from the 16th century 
onwards. The correct word for this 
kind of boat in German is "Zille", 
but somebody gave the boat its 
characteristic nickname "Schachtel" 
(which means "box"). The boat has 
black and white paint with black 
being the tar color and the white 
being the natural white of the fir 
wood. 

Much like the brave and 
hardworking settlers who moved to 
the American West, the pioneers 
from Germany boarded these boats 
to migrate to their new homeland 
in the Danube Basin in the 1700’s. 
http://www.dvhh.org/history/1700
s/1723-ulmer-schachteln.htm

Or mail to:
Carpathia Club, Attn: Membership Secretary
38000 Utica Road
Sterling Heights, Michigan 48312
Adults (18 - 61 years) $75.00
Seniors (62 years +) $55.00
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As this newsletter is coming together, I’m noticing it looks like there 
are many requests for financial support. Really, there are only three:  
Dues/Donations to Carpathia Club, Verband der Donauschwaben, 
and the Stiftung with the penny drive (where Verband and Stiftung 
also support our club).

The Stiftung is the Danube Swabian 
Foundation Inc.  It is a non-profit 
charitable organization that raises 
funds to promote culture and 
tradition, and to document the 
history of Donauschwaben. They 
also give stipends to worthy 
individuals, groups, and projects.  

The "Pfennigkrieg" is a fundraiser 

for the Donauschwäbische

Stiftung. The Stiftung gives the 

annual stipends to German 

schools, youth groups, brass 

bands, plus travel funds to youth 

groups going to 

Germany/Hungary, and to a 

variety of other Donauschwaben

programs and projects. 

Our penny container is in 

Carpathia Club’s lobby for 

donations of noisy coins - or 

quiet paper lol. With enough 

coins, we could take the award for 

this fundraiser:  a wandering 

trophy replica of an 'Ulmer 

Schachtl.’ Right now, the trophy is 

with St. Louis, this year’s winner. 

All of the U.S and Canadian clubs 

are in the competition, so the 

total donations will be counted at 

the Landestreffen over Labor Day  

2019 where the winning club will 

be announced. Let’s do a good 

job representing Detroit!

Note from the editor:

Writing on behalf of Carpathia Club, we appreciate and rely on your dues and donations.  From big events to 
everyday expenses, your dues and donations are a substantial part of our income. They paid for things we can 
see like the new website and repaired wallpaper. They pay for unglamorous things, too, like taxes, repairing 
lawn equipment, and heating the hall.  Your donations keep this hall open, and that is so important. Why? 
Because presence deepens friendships.  Carpathia Club is where we can meet and talk, host events and spend 
time together. 

Thank you for your continued financial support. 
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Banners:
• AGS
• Bavarian Specialties
• Frankenmuth Brewery
• Frankenmuth Chamber of 

Commerce
• GBU Financial
• Keil & Associates CPA
• Mercedes Benz Rochester
• Northern Metalcraft
• Rochester Brewery
• Terminix
• Wahl Tents
Donations:
• United Shore Professional 

Baseball League
• Leonard's Syrup

Thank you to our Oktoberfest Sponsors!
We appreciate your support. 

Become a festival sponsor!  
Contact Monica Forest at 
carpathiaclub.press@comcast.net

Carpathia Chor
Liebe Carpathia Mitglieder und Freunde.
Wir danken Euch fur Eure Unterstutzung im Jahre 2018. 
Im neuen Jahr wurden wir uns freuen, einige neue 
Sanger zu bekommen.  Wie ihr wusst singen ist gesund.
Wir uben jeden Dienstag um 7:30 im Carpathia Club. 

Liebe Freunde der Carpathia Chor wunscht Euch allen 
frohe Weihnachten und das beste furs neue Jahr. Wir 
hoffen Euch alle bei unseren Konzerten zu sehen 
im neuen Jahr.

Recht herzlichen Dank vom Carpathia Chor.
Michael Schleis
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Herbst Modeschau 2018
Im Oktober veranstaltete die Frauengruppe des Carpathia 
Vereins  ihr alljaehrliche Fashion Show. Der Franz Pelvay Saal 
war in schoenen herbstlichen Farben geschmueckt. 

Etwa 190 Gaeste waren fuer diesen beliebten Nachmittag 
gekommen .
Die Leiterin Irene Dietz und Praesidentin der Carpathia,Karin 
Schwalbe, begruessten die 
Gaeste und hiess sie herzlich willkommen.
Puenktlich um 12 Uhr wurde ein schmackhaftes Mittagessen 
serviert; es gab Salat,Huehnerschnitzel, gebackene Kartoffeln, 
gemischtes Gemuese und leckere Zitronentorte zum Nachtisch.

Wie im vorherigem Jahr das Modehaus „The Clothing Cove“ 
praesentierte die neusten Moden fuer Herbst und Winter. Die 
Besitzer dieses Geschaeftes sind Genis & Eric Harsly. Eine sehr 
freundlich Atmosephaere herrscht hier und sie werden sehr gut 
beraten. The Clothing Cove ist schon fuer ueber 30 Jahre im 
Herzen von Milford . 
Genis , stellte jeweils die einzelnen Modelle vor und beschrieb 
die einzelnen Kleidungsstuecke. Neun Damen des Vereins 
modelierten die schicken Sachen :
Mary Ann Virchow,Karin Schwalbe,Anni Hammer,Monika 

Forest,
Betty Hammer,Kaethe Schuh,Susan Brandelik, Karin Beattie, 
Nina Sherred.

Das Modehaus hat fuer jeden Anlass, Alter und Figur etwas an 
zu bieten.
Zuerst wurde Freizeitkleidung vorgefuehrt : Strech Jeans, Hosen 
mit Streifen, Leggings mit einem tollen Top  und dazu einen 
schicken Jeans-oder Woll Blazer mit modischen Kragen, einen 
engen oder etwas ausgestellten Rock, Pelz Vesten und Strick-
Kleider in verschieden Farben zu haben.     

Als naechstes wurde „After Five“ Kleidung vorgestellt. Tolle 
Party Hose mit metallic- farbener Jacke und Tunika, ein Spitzen 
oder Schiffon - Kleid ,oder ein Kleid aus Samt mit Perlen oder 
glizerten Steinchen bestickt , oder etwas besonderes, ein Kleid 
mit Feder- Besatz .
Ja dazu gehoerte auch der passente Modeschmuck und eine 
Tasche .
„Einfach schick“ waren die Sachen. Man konnte auch vorher 
oder spaeter die Sachen anschauen und was wir Frauen gerne 
machen einkaufen, shopping gehen.

Zum Schluss maschierten die Modelle nochmals ueber den 
Laufsteg,  ein grosser Ablaus wurde ihnen geschenkt.  Die 
Leiterin Irene Dietz bedankte sich bei ihnen mit einer Rose, eine 
kleine Anerkennung ,ein kleines „Dankeschoen“.

Etwas Spaeter wurden die vielen Tombolla Preise verlost. 
Ich hoffe wir koennen Sie auch im naechsten Jahr begruessen. 
Irene Dietz

The Carpathia Kulturgruppe, or Young Adult Group, enjoys 
practicing and performing most the year and ends the year 
with a Group Gathering away from Carpathia.  Last year, and 
again this year, we have chosen Sherwoods Brewery to host 
our party.  I would like to say a special, “Thank you!” to Steve 
Talan, our Choreographer, teacher, and motivational speaker 
for all his energy and enthusiasm.  I would also like to thank 
all the members of the group, whether, full or part time, and 
those youth group members who have helped us during our 
performances thought out the year.

Kulturgruppe Update

Mark Your Calendar for 2019
Carpathia Club Events Calendar (Continued)

April 14th - Blasmusikanten Concert

May 12th - Mother’s Day Brunch

May 18th - Ladies and Frauen Banquet

June 2nd – Café Concert

July 19, 20, 21st – Germanfest

October 16th – Fashion show sponsored by 
the Frauengruppe

November 3rd – Card Party sponsored by
the Seniors

November 9th – Kirchweih

December 14th – Carpathia Kicker’s
Banquet

December 22nd – Member’s Christmas
Party with Nikolaus

Along with our own club events, Carpathia Club is 
friends with other German and ethnic clubs. 
Check out their upcoming events at 
www.carpathiaclub.com/more-events

The Carpathia Kulturgruppe meets every Monday evening, 
from 7 pm to 9 pm.  We are always looking to add more 
dancers and experience is not necessary.  We can teach 
anyone to dance.
W. Carsten Grotloh, Group Leader

http://www.carpathiaclub.com/more-events
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The Carpathia 

Blasmusikanten

wish you and your 

families Merry 

Christmas 

and 

Happy New Year!
George Schleis, 

group leader

Ein Weihnachtsgruss

Der helle Glanz des Weihnachtssterns
erstrahle Euch im Herzen,
in Euren Seelen spiegle sich das warme
Licht der Kerzen.

Lasset uns beim Feiern in der Nacht,beim
Singen und beim Schenken
An alle , die nicht feiern koennen, auch
ein wenig denken.

Und dafuer sorgen,dass auch sie zur
Weihnacht Glueck verspueren .
Lasst uns deshalb die Herzen oeffnen, 
aber auch die Tuern.

Den Reichtum send gerne aus, die Armut
holt herein, 
dann wird die Weihnachtszeit fuer uns
wahrhaft froehlich sein.

In herzlicher Verbundenheit seid froh
gegruesset zur Weihnachtszeit
Wir wollen eines uns nur schenken, dass
wir gerne aneinander denken. 

Hiermit moechte ich im Namen der Fauengruppe allen
Mitglieder ein recht frohes Weihnachtsfest wuenschen
und beste Gesundheit, Frieden, Glueck und Segen fuer
das neue Jahr 2019

Vorstand: Irene Dietz , Mary Ann Virchow ,Katharina 
Schwager, Leni  Kolling, Margrete Pelvay und Nancy 
Purz .

Amann Otti , Dietz Kathi, Eppich Maria, Gassel
Helen,Gassel Pamela, Gerber Resi, Groedl Kaethe, 
Hammer Anni, Hammer Marie, Homann Clara, Heide 
Kathi, Huth Resie, Keil Katharina, Kniep Helga, 
Koberstein Wilma, Kohl Katharina, Koehlmann Rosa, 
Koehlhofer Jane, Krause Elisabeth, Lambrecht Elsa, 
Lorenz Maria, Menrath Elisabeth, Palovcik
Elfriede,Pfropper Inge, Posawatz Katharine, Schmid 
Hilde, Schmidt Marie, Schuh Kaethe, Schuck Kathy, 
Schwalbe Karin, Schwager Katharina, Stefan Maria, 
Unsleber Irene, Wolf Loni, Wunsch Anna

Christbaum

Der Winter ist ein karger Mann,
er hat von Schnee ein Roecklein an ;
zwei Schuh von Eis
sind nicht zu heiss ;
von rauhem Reif eine Muetze
macht nur einwenig Hitze.

Er klagt : “Verarmt ist Feld und Flur !“
Den gruenen Christbaum hat er nur ;
Den traegt er aus in jedes Haus,
in Huetten und Koenigshallen ;
den schoensten Strauss von allen !

Friedrich W. Weber (1813-1894)

Frauengruppe Weihnachtsgruesse 2018

mailto:schleisg@gmail.com?subject=I'm interested in the Blasmusikanten
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GACC Update
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http://www.clockworks-inc.com/


Carpathia
Club
•   •   •
Sport, 

tradition, 
food, 

friendship -
One club, 

many ways to 
connect.

Carpathia Club, Inc.
38000 Utica Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48312
586-978-2292

www.carpathiaclub.com
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